
 
 
Why did I apply? 
The Auxiliar de Conversacion program came to my attention when I was teaching 
English in South Korea.  It had always been a desire of mine to experience Spanish 
culture.  My mother’s family is from Spain and I grew up listening to their stories of 
daily life here.  The Auxiliary Program was the perfect opportunity to couple the 
desire I had to teach and connect with my family’s heritage.   
 
Berja (Almería) my destination 

After applying, I was placed in a small pueblo called Berja.  
Berja is located on the southern tip of Andalusia.  The 
adjustment was difficult at first but the kindness of both the 
students and people made Berja feel like home.  If I made 
friends with one person it felt like I made friends with ten 
people. I was able to truly interact with the Spanish people 

and immerse myself in daily life, naps and free tapas included. 
 
My job at school 
The students in Spain are extremely 
enthusiastic to speak in English, which made 
my job both fun and lively.  I taught a variety 
of subjects in English and this kept my 
teaching life spontaneous.  One day I would 
be discussing imperialism with a geography 
class and the next day explaining raw 
materials in a technology class.  In reality I 
learned a great amount from teaching these 
subjects in English.  I also had the 
opportunity to spend one of my working 
days teaching English to Kindergarteners.  The smiles, hugs and kisses from these 
students were endless and became a highlight of my week. 
 
My daily life in Berja 
The people of Berja have introduced me to the ease of life in slow motion.  Learning 
to enjoy simple pleasures like the sounds of a harmonica, walking through orange 
groves, hours of conversation, admiring balconies layered in potted plants, sipping 
on Rioja, basking alongside the Sierra Nevada and eating bread without remorse.  I 
don’t think I would have understood this side of 
Spain if I hadn’t been placed in Berja. I have gotten a 
true look into Spanish culture, not the kind you can 
find in a guidebook. 


