
PRESE�T PERFECT SIMPLE vs PAST SIMPLE 
 

 

PRESE�T PERFECT SIMPLE OR PAST SIMPLE? 
 

 

PRESE�T PERFECT SIMPLE 

 

PAST SIMPLE 

FOR, SI�CE 

For a period of time still continuing 

 
“I’ve lived in Granada FOR four years” 

(I still live here in Gr.) 

 

FOR 

For a period of time which is finished 

 
“I lived in Granada FOR four years” 

(I don’t live here now) 

Question: HOW LO�G. 

 
“How long have you lived in Granada?” 

(I know you still live here) 

 

Question: WHE�. 

 
“When did you live in Granada?” 

(It happened in the past) 

STILL, YET 

For unfinished actions or events. 

(Still and Yet are always negative in the P.Perf) 

 
“I still haven’t finished it” 

“I haven’t finished it yet” 

 

AGO 

For completed actions and events in the past 

 

 
“I finished it one hour ago” 

JUST 

For events that happened in the recent past. 

 
“Flight 205 has JUST landed” 

or 

“Flight 205 has landed” 

(In the last minutes) 

 

-------- 

For events that happened at a particular time 

in the past. 

 
“Flight 205 landed at one o’clock” 

 

 

When the time stated is not finished. 

 

“I’ve spent the morning studying English” 

(It’s still morning) 

 

When the time stated is finished. 

 

“I spent the morning studying English” 

(It’s afternoon now) 

With adverbs like: ALREADY, BEFORE, 

EVER A�D �EVER. 

 
“I’ve done it before” 

“I’ve never done it” 

“I’ve already done it” 

“Nobody has ever done it” 

 

(Before goes after the verb) 

 

 

 



EXERCISE (p.20.2) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A�SWERS 

 

 


