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1
The words below appear in the text in Exercise 2. Write the words in your own language. 
You can use a dictionary.

1
views ..............................................
3
racial segregation ...............................................

2
ruling ...............................................
4
treatment ...............................................
2
Read the text about Robben Island.

[image: image1]
3
Complete the questions with the verbs in brackets. Use the Past Simple or the Past Continuous. 
Then answer the questions about the text in Exercise 2.

1
What .............................................. (happen) to Robben Island while the Dutch .............................................. (rule) it?


2
What .............................................. the government .............................................. (do) to many leaders?


3
Why .............................................. people (fight) against the white government while it .............................................. 
(control) South Africa?


4
.............................................. Nelson Mandela (lose) hope while he .............................................. (live) on the island?


5
What type of experience .............................................. people .............................................. (have) while they 
.............................................. (stay) at the hospital?

4
Number the sentences in the correct order.

..... a
People started to use Robben Island as a prison.


..... b
People lived on Robben Island.


..... c
Racial segregation started in South Africa.


..... d
A museum opened on Robben Island.


..... e
People built a hospital on the island. 


..... f
The Dutch arrived in Cape Town.
5
Imagine you visited Robben Island. Write a review about your visit. Include:
•  how you got there

•  what you saw

•  your opinion about the visit
robben island





1964-1982. Fortunately, he didn’t give up while he was staying there, and he became the first black president of South Africa in 1994. 


Robben Island wasn’t only a prison. Between �1846-1931, there was a hospital on the island for people with serious physical and mental health conditions. Patients lived in very bad conditions while they were receiving treatment at the hospital.


Robben Island became a museum in 1997. Tourists arrive at the island by sea and take a tour of the prison. Many of the guides were once prisoners on the island, and they tell personal stories about their terrible experiences. 


Robben Island is an unusual tourist attraction, but it’s an important part of South African history.





People often sail around Table Bay in order to see the amazing views of Cape Town, South Africa. But only 12 km from Cape Town is a place with a very dark history – Robben Island. 


Thousands of years ago, people lived on Robben Island. Then the Dutch arrived in Cape Town in the 1600s. While they were ruling the country, the Dutch used the island as a prison. But the prisoners on the island weren’t all murderers and thieves. Over the centuries, the government captured many leaders and sent them to Robben Island. From 1948-1991, there was racial segregation in South Africa. Many people fought against the white government while it was controlling South Africa. The government sent these people to Robben Island to punish them. The political leader Nelson Mandela was a prisoner there from 
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