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The words below appear in the text in Exercise 2. Write the words in your own language. 
You can use a dictionary.

1
police force ...............................................
3
refugees ...............................................
5
equal rights ...............................................

2
patrolled ...............................................
4
evacuees ...............................................
2
Read the timeline about women in the police.
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3
Choose the correct modals according to the text.

1
Police officers can / must / shouldn’t try to prevent crimes.


2
In the 1800s, women can’t / could / couldn’t be police officers.


3
In the 19th century, police officers could / should / must help their wives get jobs as matrons.


4
In the 1970s, the police agreed that women can’t / mustn’t / should have equal rights.


5
Today, women can / must / shouldn’t join the police force.

4
Complete the sentences according to the text.

1
Matrons worked at the ................................................................. .


2
................................................................. and ................................................................. started an organisation of women volunteers for the police.


3
There were more than ................................................................. women police officers at the end of World War II.


4
In the 1960s, women worked in the ................................................................. department and the ................................................................. department.
5
Answer the questions.


1
What did the matrons do?


2
What did the Women’s Police Service do?


3
Who did women in the police force help during World War II?


4
How many female police officers are there today?

6
Imagine you wanted to do something, but you couldn’t do it. Write a paragraph about this. Include 
what you couldn’t do, why you couldn’t do it and what happened in the end.
WOMEN IN THE POLICE





1939 – During World War II, married women could join the police. They worked with refugees and evacuees. At the end of the war, there were over 3,200 women in the Women’s Auxiliary Police Corps (WAPC) and over 400 female police officers.


1960s and 1970s – Women could work in more police departments such as in the criminal record department and the fingerprint department. By the 1970s, women received equal rights in the police force.


Today – There are more than 40,000 female police officers in England and Wales. Women can be police officers and detectives and the number of women in the police force is growing.





Police officers have got a very important job. They must catch and arrest criminals and prevent crimes. But, before the 20th century, only men could be police officers. Let’s see how women became an important part of the police force in the UK.


1883 – Women couldn’t get jobs as police officers, �but women could be “matrons” in the police force. Their job was to guard women or children at the police station. They were often the wives of the police officers.


1914 – Margaret Damer Dawson and Nina Boyle organised the Women’s Police Service because they believed more women should be police officers. This group of volunteers patrolled the streets, but they couldn’t arrest anyone.
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