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1
The words below appear in the text in Exercise 2. Write the words in your own language. 
You can use a dictionary.

1
postcard ...............................................
3
glad ...............................................

2
death ...............................................
4
missing ...............................................
2
Read three news articles about missing items.
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3
Complete the sentences with the words below. Then 
tick (✓) the item in the chart according to the text.
Pennsylvania  (  Facebook  (  Berlin  (  library  (  a balloon

	
	The
postcard
	The
note
	The
book

	1
Brenda put a message on 

............................................................... .
	
	
	

	2
There were pictures of 

............................................................... 

on the front.
	
	
	

	3
Steve White put a picture 

on ............................................................... .
	
	
	

	4
The man returned the item 

to the ......................................................... 

35 years later.
	
	
	

	5
The balloon flew to 

.................................................................. .
	
	
	


4
Complete the sentences with numbers from the text.

1
The children wrote to their grandmother in 


............................................... .

2
The postcard arrived ............................................... years after they 


sent it.

3
The girl sent the balloon in ............................................... .

4
The distance from Michigan to Pennsylvania is 


............................................... kilometres.

5
The man read the missing book ............................................... times.

6
The library received ............................................... dollars.

5
Complete the sentences with the Past Simple affirmative form of the verbs in brackets. Then choose the correct answer.

1
Frieda Lehmann ............................................... (live) in 


Berlin / Luckenwalde.

2
Frieda ............................................... (die) before / after 


the postcard ............................................... (arrive).

3
Brenda Walters ............................................... (write) 


a note and Steve White ............................................... 


(find) it 30 / 35 years later.

4
A man in Montana / Michigan 


............................................... (take) a book and he 


............................................... (keep) it at his home for 


many years.
6
Imagine you found a missing item. Write 
a paragraph about it. Include:
•
a description of the item
•
why it’s important to you
•
why it disappeared
•
where you looked for it
•
where you finally found it
In 1964, some children in Germany sent a postcard to �their grandmother, Frieda Lehmann. There were �pictures of Berlin on it, a note from the children and their grandmother’s address in Luckenwalde. The postcard �arrived at her address 53 years later, long after her death.


the note


In 1987, a girl put a note on a balloon. It flew more than �483 kilometres from Michigan to Pennsylvania. The �balloon disappeared, but 30 years later, Steve White �found the note. It said: “Hi. I’m from East Leroy Elementary School. I’m so glad that you found my balloon. Could you please send me a note and tell me about yourself and 





where you found it? My name is Brenda Walters and I am in the 3rd grade.”


After White put pictures of the note on Facebook, Brenda Walters saw it. She was amazed to see it again after all those years!


the missing book


In the 1980s, a science-fiction book disappeared from the library in Montana, USA. A man had the book at home. He read it 25 times and he even met the writer. But 35 years later, he returned it to the library with a letter and a donation of $200.





postcard arrives 53 years later
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