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1
Write the words below in your own language. You can use a dictionary. 


1.
island  …………………
3.
preserve  …………………

2.
candlelight  …………………
4.
saying  …………………
2
Read the text about life on Rangitoto Island. 
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3
Complete the sentences with the affirmative or negative form of the verbs in brackets. Use the Present Simple or the Present Continuous.

1.
Sam Te Hira ………………… (usually / go) to Rangitoto Island with his son.

2.
Sam ………………… (sleep) on the island at the moment.

3.
On the island, people ………………… (use) technology.

4.
People ………………… (often / play) games on Rangitoto Island.

5.
People ………………… (try) to preserve the baches now.

4
Answer the questions. 
1.
When do Sam and Deodar usually visit Rangitoto Island?

2.
What do people do at night on the island?

3.
What do the baches look like?

4.
What do we know about the number of baches on Rangitoto Island?

5.
Why is Rangitoto “50 years from Auckland”?
5
Imagine you’re visiting a bach on Rangitoto Island. Write an e-mail to a friend describing the bach. Tell your friend what people are doing in the bach.

Living in a Bach


Sam Te Hira and his daughter, Deodar, have got a small home called a “bach” on Rangitoto Island, near Auckland, New Zealand. They aren’t living in the bach at the moment, but they go there every summer. The Te Hiras and the other people on the island don’t want modern technology on Rangitoto. They haven’t �got mobile phones or computers. They haven’t even got lamps! At night, they sit in candlelight, play games and talk.


The baches on the island are small and very simple. They haven’t got bathrooms or toilets. They’ve got a small kitchen to cook dinner and do the washing, with only one cupboard for food. Today there are only 34 baches on Rangitoto Island and the people on the island are working hard to preserve these special homes. There’s an old saying about Rangitoto Island: “It’s 20 minutes and 50 years from Auckland.”
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