
Jazz Music



Before Jazz: The Blues

Born in the American South, the blues is an 
African American-derived music form that 
expressed pain, adversity, and love.  

The blues evolved from hymns, work songs, 
and field hollers — music used to accompany 
spiritual, work and social functions.  

Blues is the foundation of jazz as well as 
RnB, rock 'n' roll, and country music.



New Orleans: Melting Pot of Music

New Orleans had a great tradition 
of celebration. Opera, military 
marching bands, folk music, the 
blues, different types of church music, 
ragtime, echoes of traditional African 
drumming, and all of the dance styles 
that went with this music could be 
heard and seen throughout the city.  

When all of these kinds of music 
blended into one, jazz was born.



New Orleans: Melting Pot of Music



New Orleans: Melting Pot of Music

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lKNhfGC9NLc


What is Jazz?

Jazz is a music genre that originated in 
the African-American communities 
of New Orleans, Louisiana, United States, 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, 
with its roots in blues and ragtime.  

Jazz music is a broad style of music 
characterized by complex harmony, 
syncopated rhythms, and a heavy 
emphasis on improvisation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_genre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African-American
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blues
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ragtime


The Birth of Jazz

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eRNRzyX3ac


Billie Holiday & Louis Armstrong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m4jU8IQK5b0


The Nature of Jazz: Improvisation

Jazz musicians like to have their own 
sound and style, and that means, for 
example, that trumpeter Miles Davis 
sounds very different than trumpeter 
Louis Armstrong. 

The musicians' playing styles make 
each song different, and so do the 
improvised solos. Jazz is about 
making something familiar — a 
familiar song — into something fresh. 



Jazz Improvisation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fHDoJdtWwE


Jazz Improvisation

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QBzHqW4V3lA


Jazz Legends



Miles Davis: So What

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqNTltOGh5c


Flamenco Jazz

Flamenco is one of Spain's richest 
musical exports: It parallels jazz in the 
sense that it's a hodgepodge art 
form, made up of influences from 
many cultures that span more than 
one continent.  

It's only natural that these styles 
eventually came together to make 
something special.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qmj4oErCiF0

