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King Charles (1500-1558)

inherits his father's 
Burgundian territories 
when he was 6 years old.

15061503

Leonardo Da Vinci 
(1462-1519) paints 
The Mona Lisa

1501-1504

Michelangelo (1500-1558) 

creates his David.

One single block of marble 
5.16 meters
5,660 kg

In Florence, Italy

Michelangelo (1500-1558) 

begins his painting on 
the ceiling of

The Sixtine Chapel .

1508
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Henry VIII  (1491-1547)

becomes King of England
(18 years old).

1509

Erasmus of Rotterdam (1466-1536)

publishes his satire The Praise of Folie , 
it shows a desire to return to 
a more simple Christianity.

1511

Raphael Sanzio (1483-1520)

paints his masterpiece 
The School of Athens.
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Charles (1500-1558)

is proclaimed king Charles I 
of Aragon and Castile,
House of Trastámara

(16 years old).

1516 1517

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

launches his 95 Thesis.
The Protestant Reformation begins.  
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Vasco Núñez de Balboa (1475-1519)

The Spanish conquistador is  the 
first to cross the Isthmus of 
Panama to the Pacific Ocean.

1513



Charles (1500-1558)

is proclaimed king Charles V 
Holy Roman Emperor,
House of Habsburg 

(19 years old).

1519

Ferdinand Magellan (1480-1521),

Portuguese explorer, 
begins the Spanish expedition

to the East Indies .

Hernán Cortés (1485-1547)

Spanish conquistador.

He leads an expedition that causes 
the fall of the Aztec Empire 
and the conquest of Mexico. lrs



1521

Pope Leo excommunicates
Martin Luther from 

the Catholic Church. 

1522

Juan Sebastián Elcano (1486-1526),

Spanish explorer, completes
the first circumnavigation of the Earth, 

After Magellan's death in 
the Philippines.

1520s

Garcilaso de la Vega (1501 - 1536), 

soldier and poet,writes his ‘sonetos’.  
Cuanto tengo confieso yo deberos;

por vos nací, por vos tengo la vida,

por vos he de morir, y por vos muero.

SONETO V
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1531

Francisco de Pizarro (1475-1541)

The Spanish conquistador seizes the Inca empire 
for Spain and names the territory Peru. 

1534

Martin Luther
translates 

the Bible into German.  

Henry VIII annuls his marriage to 
Catherine of Aragon (1533) without 

the Pope’s permission, and so
the English Reformation begins.

Church of England 
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1536

Henry VIII has 
Anne Boleyn  executed.

1535

Thomas More (1478 - 1535)

is executed for refusing to renounce 
papal authority and opposing Henry 
VIII’s  Protestant Reformation.

Henry VIII becomes 
the proud father 
of Prince Edward.

His only son.

1537

Jane Seamour

1541

John Calvin (1509 - 1564)

is invited to settle in Geneva 
and put his Reformed doctrine 

into practice.
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Andreas Vesalius (1514–1564) publishes
De humani corporis fabrica libri septem

A major advance in the history of anatomy. 

Nicolaus Copernicus (1473 - 1543) publishes
On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres,

the seminal work on the heliocentric theory.

15431542

Francisco de Orellana (1511-1546)

Spanish explorer and conquistador.

He is the first to navigate the 
length of the Amazon River.
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the Roman Catholic authorities 
burned him at the stake after 
John Calvin denounced him to 

the Inquisition. 

1553

Miguel Servet (1511 - 1553), Spanish 
Renaissance humanist and participant in 

the Protestant Reformation
publishes his book 

Restoration of Christianity  

1547

Henry VIII 

His son, Edward VI 
is crowned King of England

at the age of 9.
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1554

Philip II (1527-1598)

becomes King of Spain, the 
Netherlands, the Italian Territories 

& The Spanish Empire.

1553

Edward VI 

Edward’s half-sister, 
Mary I becomes 
Queen of England

His father, 
Charles I of Spain

abdicates in his
favour.

1554

El Lazarillo de Tormes , 
published anonymously, was 

banned by the Spanish Crown 
and included in 

the Index of Forbidden Books
of the Spanish Inquisition.
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1559

Mary’s half-sister, 
Elizabeth I becomes 
Queen of England

The first edition of 
The Index Librorum Prohibitorum

is published by the Inquisition of the 
Roman Catholic Church as a reaction 

against Protestantism. 
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1558

Charles I

Mary I



1561

Philip II (1527-1598)

moves his court to Madrid
making it the new capital city. 

1569

Rebellion of the Alpujarras or 
The Morisco Revolt 

Philip II (1527-1598) orders the mass 
expulsion of most Muslim  from Granada 
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Philip begins the construction of El Escorial, 
both a Palace and a Monastery.
The burial site for most of the 

Spanish kings of the last five centuries.

1563



The Battle of Lepanto 
Don Juan de Austria & the Holy 

League, defeated the Ottoman forces
The greatest victory of Philip's reign.

1571

Sir Francis Drake (1540-1596)

English captain, navigator and pirate

1577 - 1580
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1585

Miguel de Cervantes (1483-1546)

publishes La Galatea, his first book. 

1587

Mary Queen of Scots (Catholic)
is beheaded because she plotted 
against Elizabeth I of England  

(Protestant)

El Greco (1541-1614)

paints his greatest 
masterpiece:

El entierro del 
Conde de Orgaz

1586-88

Philip II (1527-1598) 

sends The Spanish Armada 
(La Grande y Felicísima Armada) 

to invade England.

It is defeated by 
the English Navy.  

1588
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Kepler publishes his first 
major astronomical work 

Mysterium Cosmographicum
(The Cosmographic Mystery).

1596

Galileo sends a letter to Kepler
indicating that he also believes in 

the Copernican System.

1597

lrs

William Shakespeare writes
Romeo and Juliet. 

1595-1596 1598

Philip II 


